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Wwhy Have This Class?

The Bible.

Bible Study.

lihy Believe The Bible?

What Is The Church?

The Origin Of The Church.

The Identity of The Church.,

Worship Of The New Testament Church,

The Christian's Responsibility To His Home
Congregation.
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T Peter 2:2 - "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby.’






LESSONS FOR NBW CHRISTIANS il WHY HAVE THIS CLASS?

=

INTRODUCTION:

A,

B.

We are so happy that you have become a Christian by obeying the
gospel plan of salvation. CONGRATULATIONS!

We welcome you to this class.
1, You have something in common with all other members of the

class.
2. Though of different ages, you are all new members of the

Lord's church.

Ce Our first consideration in this class will be to answer the
question, "WHY HAVE THIS CLASS?"
DISCUSSION:
A, Why have this class?
1. lMaybe you cannot see much sense in it, but there are good,
sp901flc reasons.
2. It igs estimated that within 18 months, 40% to 50% of the
new members of the church fall away and become unfaithful.
a. We don't want that to happen to you.
b, Only the faithful receive the ‘crown of life' Rev, 2:10.
B. WE ARE HAVING THIS CLASS SO0 THAT YOU MIGHT GROW TO MATURITY AS A

CHRISTIAN, ;
1. Every new Christian, no matter how old, is a babe in Christ.
a, I Peter 232,
2. It is tragic to see a child who is not developing correctily.
a. Our hearts break for that child and his parents.
b. It is, however, a worse tragedy to sce a babe in Christ
» who is not developing properly. .
3. Paul knew gsome who had not matured.
a, I Cor. 3:1-3 (What proved they were yet babes?)
b, These Christians at Corinth had not grown up: They were
still babes in Christ. '
4, Three things are important to growth.
a, RIGHT KIND OF FOQD.
(1) For Christians that food is the Word of God. I Peter
232 .
(2) II Tim, 2315,
b. EXERCISE.
(1) I_Tim, 4.8
c. PFREZIDOM FROM DISEASE,
(1) Sin is our greatest malady.
(2) I Thess, 5322,
WE ARE HAVING THIS CLASS SO THAT YOU MIGHT INCREASE YOUR FAITH
AND ADD TO IT.
1. You had enough faith to become a Christian.
a, You know that faith is important to pleasing God.
b. Heb. 11:6; Mark 16:15-16,
2. Jesus charged his disciples with hav1ng "l1ittle faith.”
Watt. 8:26; Matt., 6:30; Natt. 14:315 Matt., 16:8.
3. FPFaith is increased by reading and studying the Bible. Rom.10:1"
L, Some things we are to add to our faith.

a. . IT Peter 1:5-10. Virtue - Moral courage and goodness
Knowledge - Knowing and understanding
the Bible.

Temperance - Self-control.
Patience - =Zndurance.
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Godllness - Becoming more and more
' . .like the Divine example. -
Brotherly klncness - Love and good
will toward saints.
Charity - Love (Basic element of all
: others).

D. WE ARE HAVING THIS CLASS SO THAT YOU MIGHT BE ABLZ TO GIVE AN

ANSWER FOR THE HOP« THAT IS WITHIN YOU.

1., I Peter 3:15,

2. People are not always members of the Lord's church for the
right reasons.
a. Some because parents or other relatives are
b. Some becaugse of convenience, '

3. Wie must be members of the church for the rlght reasons, and we
must be able to give the answer to anyone who asks. e
a. This will mean much study.
b, A new Christian is not expected to Know everything about th

church, but he must be willing to learn.

TONCLUSION:
\. There are three reasons for having this class.
1. 3o that we might grow to maturity as Christians.
2., So that we might increase our faith and add to it.
3. So that we might be able to give an answer for our hope.
B. We hope that you w1ll attend this class faithfully. It is 1mporta:
that you do. \

JUESTIONS OVER LuSSON 4 1.

1. About how many new Chrlstlans fall away from the church the first
few months?

2, Who receives the crown of 1life?

3. Give three reasons for having this class.

L. What three things are necessary to growth?

5. How do we increase our faith? o

6. To whom mugt we give an answer for the hope that is in us?

7. List the things we mugt add tc our faith.

8, Is it wrogn for a new Christian to remain a "babe in Christ?"

9. What are some wrong reasons for belng a member of the Lord's churc
10. What is the right reason?

LISSONS FOR NaW CHRISTIANS #2 THS BIBLE

INTRODUCTION: '

A, The Bible is the most important book in the world for the new
Christian.

1. It is his "gulde book" and "handbook"
2. It is light for his way,.Pga. 119:105 -
B. God, by His providence, has kept this great Book alive.
1. It is a tragedy that so few people read and study it. ]
2, It is a greater tragedy that some who read it fall to live Dby i+
C. It shall be the purpose of thls lesson to acqualnt us w1th the
Bible.
1. Many people fail to derlve any lasting good from the Bible
simply because they have never taken time to acquaint themselves
with i%t.
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2.

Let us, therefore, se
contains, and some gens2
the most good from it

ee how the Bible is arranged, what it
ral facts about it, so we can derive

DISCUSSION: . - :
A, General, important and interesting facts about the Bible.

1.

The word "Bible" comes from the Greek word "Biblos".
a, "Biblos” means "The Book". N
b. When Sir Walter 3cott lay dying, he asked a friend to read
to him. Hig friend, scanning the 20,000 volumes in Scott's
. great library asked, "What book would you like?" Scott
" replied, "Need you ask? There is but one Book!"
c. For the New Christian, there is only one Book - the Bible!
About: 90 hours are reguired for the average reader to read
the Bible through. o
a., The Bible can be read through in a year by reading about
3% chapters per day. '
The Bible is more than a Book. It is a library of books.

"a,.,. It contains 66 books in all.

b. It has 39 books in the 0.T. and 27 in the N.T.

" The Bible was written in a language foreign to us.

a. The 0.T. was written in Hebrew, which was the language of
- the Jews at that time.

b. ‘The .N.T. was written in Greek, which was the language of
© the world at that time.

c. Down through the years, the Bible has been translated into

the lanzuage of the people. The most famous translation,
the King James Version, was translated in 1611. »

. The Bible was not originally written dn chapters and verses.

. a, In 1250, Cardinal Hugo divided thé Bible .into chapters.

6'

b. In 1551, the N.T. was divided into verses by Robert Stevens.

c. The whole Bible, divided into chapters and verses, first
appeared in 1560, and was knows as the "Geneva Bible".

The Bible is written in simple language.. o -

a. The length of the average word ig fewer than 5 letters.

B, Divisions of the Bible. - ‘ , .
1. A proper division of the Bible is important to our understand i

2.

3-

+b. They are:

of “it. II Tim, ;2:15. ' : :

a, Wie have already noticed that the Bible has two main divisici.
b. They are 0.T. and-the N.T. :

First, let's netice the 0.T. ‘ '

a. Its 39 books can be broken down into 5 classes of books.

Law - Tirst 5 books (Genesis to Deuteronomy).
History. - next 12 books (Joshua to Ester).
Poetry - next 5 books (Psalms to Song of Solomon) .
Major Prophets - next 5 books (Isaiah to Daniel).
Minor Prophets - last 12 books (Hosea to Malachi).
c. The main purpose of the 0.T. is to tell us about the religi-
and history of the Jewish nation, and to tell us how God
has dealt with people in the past. .
d, But we do not live under the 0.T. today..Heb. 10:9; Col. 2:~
Gal. 3:24,

Second, let's notice the N.T.

a. Its 27 books can be broken down into 4L clasges of books.
b, They are;
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Biography - first 4 books (Hatthew to John)

History - next book (Acts) '

ipistles (Letters, instruction in righteousness) - next 21
books (Romans to Jude)

Prophecy - last book (Revelation).

c. The N.T. reveals the Christian religion, the history of the
Lord's church in the first century, the Gospel plan of
salvation, and how we should live as Christians.

C. Writers of the Bible
- 1., The Bible was wrltten by about 40 men.

a. About 32 wrote the 0.T., and 8 wrote the N, T.

b. The 8 who wrote the N,T. are: Matthew, lMark, Luke, John,
Peter, Paul, James and Jude. ’

¢. Paul wrote the most - 14,

2. The writers were 1nsp1red by God through the Holy Spirit.

a., II Peter 1:213 II Tim. 3:16-17,

3. The writers were of different backgrounds and from different
ages. :

a. Some were educated, and some were not.

b. Among their occupations were: Shepherds, fishermen, kings,
a rotor, a tax-collector, farmers, etc.

¢. The writers were not contemporaries, but were scattered ove:
15 centuries.

4, With so many authors, and so great a span of years, it is
"amazing that the Bible is so unified and does not contain one
: contradlctlon. This shows the hand of God was in its writing

CONCLUSION: - e -

A, It has been our purpose to acquaint you with the Bible.

i 1. Acquaintance with it will help you greatly in your study.

B. We have studied :three main things about the Bible. They were:
(1) General facts, (2) Divisions, and (3) Writers.

QUuSTIONS OVER LESSON # 2, ’

1. Why do many people today fail to derive any lasting good from their
study of the Bible?

2., In what language was the 0.T. written? The N.T.?

3. When was the King James Version translated?

4, Who divided the Bible into chapters?  When?

5. How 1mportant is proper division of the Bible to understanding?

6. How many divisions in the 0.T.7 Name them.

7. How many divisions in the N.T.? Name them.

8. How many men wrote the Bible? 0.T.? N.T,?

9. Who instructed the writers of the Bible what to write?

1.0, What does the fact that 40 different men, over 15 centuries, wrotc
the Bible tell you about it?

1., What is the main purpose of the 0.T.? The N.T.? -

LESSONS FOR NIW CHRISTIANS i 3 - BIBLY STUDY

INTRODUCTION: ' '
A, Lastweek we noticed some 1nterest1ng, 1nformat1ve and important
facts about the Bible.



1. The purpose of that was to prepare us for effective Bible studv.
2+ lany people cannot-get anything out of Bible study simply be-

cause they are not acquainted with the Bible and its divisions.

B. II Tim, 2315, , ‘ : _
1. This will be cur "key” verse Tor this lesson. Why not memorize

24

it? P :

2, According to this verse, we cannot be approved of God unless
we study the Bibla. ' o o

Let's not confuse study with Bible readingzg. -

1. Bible readinz is good, but Bible study is much hetter.

2. Bible study takes too much time, effort and concentration for
most people.

D. In our study today we will notice:

1, why we ghould study the Bible. .
2, 3ome rules for studying the Bible.
3. Some aids for Bible study..

DISCUSSION:

A WEY STUDY THE BIBLz? _ _

1., Our text pointed out cne very good reagson - God wants us toi

a. God has never asked us tu do anything that is not good for us.

D. He commancds Bible study because it is good for us. :

2, IT TIM.3:15-17 points out several mcre gocd reasons for Bible
study. . :

a, It will make us "wise unto salvation”. vs. 15.

b. It "is profitable Tor doctrine (teaching), for reproof
(reproving wrong in ourselves and others), for corrscticn
(convince us of error and guide us to truth), for instruction
in righteousness (guide for right living)”. vs. 106.

c. Will "throughly (completely) furnish unto all good works.” ¥vs.

d. Notice how long Timothy had been acguainted with the Holy
Scriptures--"from a child” vs. 15.. :

3. lie gshould study the Bible to 1light ocur way. Psa. 119:105.

a. A light is always used to expel darkness.

D. e live in a dark world. It is dark with sin, ignorance and

all manner of wrong. '

c. OCnly God's word can light our way so we will not stumbla and
fall in the darkness.

d. John 8312,

tie should study the Bible because it is a 'mirror' to show us

ourselves. Jameg 1:22-25,

a, This mirrocr shows us how we stand spirituvally.

b, It is the only bock that tells us about our soul. It shows
us the crigin of the soul (Gen. 237), the value of the socul.
(kdc, 8:35-37), And the destiny of our swul. (Zccles, 12:7).

5. lie ghould study the Bible because it is our spirituval "sword" wi.
which to¢ protect curselves from Satan. Zph, 6:17. '

a. Satan is a dangsrous arch-esnemy. 1 Feter 5:8.

D. Do you want tc fight him without a weapon?

5. Wwe should study the Bible because we will be judged by it.

Vatt, 24:35; Rev. 20:12,

3. RULS fOR BIBLZ= STUDY. '

1. Study regularly.

a. Hit or miss study will noct profit, if any. . :

b, It would be wise to pick a time during the day when things are
gquiet. This night be early in the morning or late at night.

c. Whatever time you choose, makoe it your regular. stuvdy time zach
day,

d. You will accomplish more than you think., You can read the
Bible through in a year with only 15-20 minutes per day.

-5

Jo—
0




fer g

A WE BN

<
-

C.

2. Study systematically.. o : ;

a. A verse here, a verse there, will only serve to confuse you.

be You mizht want to study a whole chapter e¢r book at a time,
You may choose a subject and study all related scriptures.
You may want to stucdy the whceles 3ible through, or N,T.

3. Study with the rizght attitud :

a2, Many feel forced. ‘

b. 3ome approach Bible study with the idea that they won't be
able to understand it. They are defeated before they begin,
God ‘intends for us to understand. _ph. 3:b,

c. Some approach the Bible with closed minds, They already

"know" what they believe, and a plain Bible verse will not

even change thelr winds. ,

d. we should approach Bible study with a sincerc desire to learn

and prcfit. Prayer before, duvring and after will help.

e, We should approach Bible study with the full intention of

putting into force what we find. Jawmeg 1:22,

Censider these guestions when studying vour Bibles. (

a., who is speaking? Is it an inspired person? Was he speaklng

Tor God, or ziving his own opinion?

b. To whom 1s he gpeaking? Is he speaking to a particular persor

at a particular time? Is it applicable to us?

c, wWhat 1s the purpose of the passage? Was it prophecy? A dirac
 command? Narrative? Literal? #Figurative?

ATu3 IN BIBLY STUDY. . ‘ :

1. You will nesd a good Bible. Invest a 1ittle money. Get one
that is well bound and on good paper. Don't be afrald to merk .
in it. Underline key verses. Nake nctes and write scripture

. references in the margin. a
Modern speech translations may help. They simplify the languaze.
A concordance, which lists the words of the Bible and the texts
~where they can be found, is helpful in finding a verse when you
know only one or two words. o o

. Dictionaries - a good Inglish one and a good Bible dictionary -
arc alsoc helpful. ' v .

5. A Commentary, which is one man's explanation and interpretation

of the toxt, is also helpful. But remember, they are written

by man. . S

5. A Bible Atlas will furnish information about Bible lands and

places, and will help in your study.

1a,
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CONCLUS IO : :

A
B

g

God wants us tc study the Bible. It is gcod for us.

In this lesson we have noticed: (1) why study, (2) How to study,
and (3) Aids in study. .

JULSTIONS OV :R L.SSCON # 3.

iucte the "key" verse for this lesson,

« Is study the sawme as .reading?

= O wy Cod UAAY

wny do we nead the light of God's Word today?

what will God's mirror show us? ‘

why do we need a gpiritval sword? o . _
Zow long had Timothy been acquainted with the Scriptures?
what attitudes should we have in Bible study?

wnat 3 questicons should we ask curselves about a passage?
iwhy should we have a specific time te study?

ihy should we study systematically?

What are some aids to Bible study?



L.330NS FOR Nuw CHRISTIANS . WHY BiLI NV o THy BIBL o

INTRODUCTION s

A,

B,

e}

A )

A.

B. .1

'l

U

Q

Is the Bible the word of God? Can we know for sure that it is? -
1. These are questions that interest us all., We, of course, claim
that the answer to all of thaese questions is positive, but we

know that many psople do not agree. :

2. .HOow can we strﬁnNthen our own faith, and be able to give an
answer for the hope that. wa have within us? That is what we want

- %o gtudy today. s ' ‘ ‘ '

I think the evidence is overwhelinir ,

1. One writer said, "God has surrounuﬂd His Book with a wall of
absolutwly irre s1stlol evidence", '
‘Don't be afraid to investigate the Biblical claims. The Bible
1nv1tes, and even challenges, the most careful investigation,

There arce two kinds of evidaences. '

1. Thore are internal ovidences to the inspiration of the Bible.
(These are evidences from the text, etc.)

2, There arc external cvidences to the inspiration of the Bible.
(These arc.evidences from history, science, ete.)

SUSSTON . ’ ~
I BdLIJVJ THa BIBLJ TO B, TH: WORD OF GCD BUCAUS. IT CLAIKS TC Bu.
1. from the very opsning statement to t ¢ last "amen" the Scripturcc

claim divine authorship. ‘ ‘

o II Tim, 33516-175 II Peter 1:21; I Cor., 2:12-13.
‘BaLIWVe TH. BIBLw T0 B.i TH. wCRD OF GOD BiCAUS « G ITS wIRACULOW”
FRIUS GRVATICH,
1. The very fact that the Bible is hereo today is a mighty miracla.
a., Thig is especially true when we consider the opposition and
persecution it has received through the ageas.
~b. tizn and Satan hate the Book, and have tried to destroy it.
c. During scoveral centuriss (Dark Ages) it was a criminal offensc
to own, or oven read, the Bible.
2. hatt., 283535, ‘ )
I BILIWVE THU BIBLY TC BY THI WCRD 0F GOD BECAUS: OF ITS AUAZING
U
1.

T

UNITY,

for one man to write a book or volume of books w1th a. central

theme would nct hce so unusual or amazing,

a. But about 40 men wrot: the Bible over a poriod of 1600 yaars.

b, They were alsc from all walks of 1lifs.

2, Yet, those 66 becks Tit together as one.

a. Somaonc has said that the Bible and its bocks are much like a
symphony orchestra and its many instruments. Scparately the
instruments mean little, but togather a musical master-piczce
unfolds,

T BoLI Wi THe BIBLw TO By TH: WORD OF GUD BuiCAUS s OF ITS LANY
PROPHUCIZS WHICH HAV:E COML TRUG,.
1. All of the prophecies concerning Christ were fulfilled.

Born of a virgin. Isa. 7:14; - iiicah 5:3 - Latt. 1:23

His birthplace. kicah 5:2 - ratt., 2:1-6

A prophet to be raised up. Deut. 18:15 - Acts 3:22

His betrayal. Fsa. 41:9 - Eatt. 26315

Crucifixion. Isa. 53 - matt. 8:17 - I Cor. 15:3

Apostasy of the church., II Thoess, 2:1-7 - II Tim. 4:1-3

2., The amazing thing is that many of thesc were made as many as

1500 yecars bafors fulfillment---mogt 700--800 years. '

u'~7~



e I BuLIZEV I + BIBL% 10 B lHJ WORD OF GOD B:ICAU3 & OF ITS SCILNTIAIC
ACCURACY.,
1. The Bible is not a scisnce book, dbut when it spoaks on science it
is true. - =
2. Consider thesc ¢ ‘

a. The Bible t“aoags aaout an ompty space in the north. (Job 256:7)
Agtroncmers have J’unu a spaca where there ars no plansts or
stars.

b, Bible tauvght world was round, even whan men thought it was
flat, (Isa. LO:22; Luks 17: 30 36).

¢, Scilence says there was light beforoe the sun. Gen. 1:3-19

- shows this tc be truc,.
d. Bible says all men arc of onz blood (Acts 17:26). Doctors have
confirmed this. : ‘ '
£ I BuLIiVe TH. BIBL. TO BS THy WORD OF GOD BiCAUS: ARCHA LCLOGY
D.CLAR:S IT TO Bi. : )
1. The finds of Archacclogy have proven the Bible time and time
azain.
2, Congider thosas
*, a. Darth cxcavations have confirmed the flood---clean waterlaid
clay, sea shells on mountain tops, ate.

b. Jericho has bzon oxcavated. All scetions of the wall but ono
aro layinh flat. o

c. An cxpedition was sent to Genesis' ancient Ur of Chaldzes. 17
wag Tound to have a hizh degree of culture Cnz of the
ingcriptions had the name of Abrahain. . .

d. Skeptics said thore were nc Hittitos since they woere mentlonoc
‘only in the Bible. But revords in lgypt and Assyria show tha
worc cncoe a great nation.

o I BELIZV . DHS BlBL, 70 B: TH. WORD CP GOD BiCAUS . OF ITS R ASONABL .~
N .aDgDo
1. Thoe wmest raasonable thing in-all the world to belicve is that
there is a God.

a. Who can survey tho universce and deny that it was designed
intelligontly? :

b. wheo can say that we ara here by more chance

¢. Wwho can say that sowmething came from nothlng?

2. Pga, 19:1 '
He I B.LIW . TH. BIBLYL TO B. TH. WORD OF GOD BiCAUS S OF ITS INFLUINCE.
1. Wwhere the Bible has gone civilizations have beon lifted to a
higher plain.

a, It has made dbettor hushands, wives, children, vmploy rs and
3mploya“s.

b, It has boon the strongest influence 'in all history.

2., Think of all the songs, palntlnrs, statues, and books that would

not be if thore were no Bible., . .

3. Think how we would be morally if thero were no Biblz., There is

no greater morality than thac taught in Go word .

CCWCLUSION::

A. Time would not pernit us to notice all the reasons why I be ll“Vv tTh’
Biblc is God's word,

P. All proofs - internal and *”tbrnal - aro valid,
a, Today we nave noticed 8 of those proofs. ‘ L )

C. Don't be afraid %o investigatc the Bible. It has stood for centuri.
and will stand forﬁv r.'

JUSTIONS OV .R L .33CH j#4 A

1. what arc the two klﬂds of ovidences that the Bible is the Wword of
God?




2,
T
L,
5.
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7,
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iwhat verses claim that the Bible is inspirad
How long will God's word stand? :

ihat about its unity shows that it is the Word of God?

How long before Christ cawme were most of th2 prophecies concerning
Eim writton? ' o '

How has scienco confirmeod the Bible?

How has archaﬂolc wwoconfirmed the Bible? -

fihat did the Psalmis® say showed tn“‘““lorv of Ged"?

Wwhy is 1t more roagonabla to b“ll\V“ 1n uod anc the Bible than
evolution? '

10.Think of somo ualnwlnes, 80NES, boous,'etc. that would b2 no noroe

if there were no Bible.

11.Go back through the 8 proofs wa me ntionﬁd in this lesson and sa

wasther cach goes undoer internal or oxtor nal nroofs.

SONS OR Niw CHRISTIANS i5 WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

ODUCLlO
iihen you Wera baptized into Christ, tha Lord added you to the chure’
1. Acts 2:37-38-L41-47
2. According to the Scriptures, ther:z is nc such thing as "joining
the church"
To which church did the Loru add you?
1. Did he add you to one,and someone else to anothar?
2. He added those people on Pentecost to the only church in
3

existence then .
. It was the church Christ had promised to build (katt. 16:18),
had died for and purchased with His blood (Acts 20:28), and of
which ho is the head (iph. 1:22-23).
4, This church's name (Rom, 16:186), ite membor's names (Acts 11:26),
its worship (Acts 2:42), its ruls of faith and practics

LIL NIEn %nl%nl7&ewn@ &g migsion (Fatt., 28:19-20) are all
a ) LR -
a, onur%%llﬁtf§¥dthlsssongtlnc“lv marks of the New Toestament

5. I think He still adds people to the sam: church today.

In our lesson today we will ask the question, "what is the cnurch””

1. Since we arc all moembors of it we need to have a good understand-
ing of what it is.

2. knowing what it is will alsc help us understand what it is not.

DISCUSSION:

A

TH4 CHURCH IS TH. F.iCPL .,
1. It is not the oullcln{, .
a. This building only houses the church.
b. The bricks, nails, boards and windows of this building are
not holy. »

2, The Groegk word for church is "occclesia®., _ :
a. The word is from "ck" meaning "out”, and from "kalcc” meaning
"call or summons”.

b. The word, then, means "callod out”
c. The church is pcople who hav: been “called out

3. when Christ came people werc bound by sin.

a. He called them out of it. -

b. wmankind is still bound by sin, (Romans 3:23).
c. And Christ still calls men out cf it.

d. All those who answer His call bocome members of the church.

-g-
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B.

2

THZ CHURCE IS TH. BODY OF CHRI:”.
1. Paul tells us that thoroe is one: ooﬂv (JDQ. 4 4). and that this
one boay is the church (:ph. 1:22-23).
2, Romoember that Chrigt is the head of the church (dph° 1:22-23),
a, How many buﬂles can. cne agad have?
D. Yet, tharc o 300 ralizious bodies today ﬁach clalmlnr to be
the body of C’ﬁrls‘ca
c. Isn't this accusing God's 3on of bvlnn a frﬁak°
3. As the body cf Christ the church must act for Christ upon thv
sarth. : _
a, The church, and all of its members, is all that Christ has to
got His work done. :
TH4 CHURCh IS TH. BODY CF SAV.D P .OFLa..
1. keep in mind that the saved are added to the church (Acts 2:47).
a. This means that overy saved porsch is in the church.
b. Baptisin is that ‘Tinal step that puts one into Chrlst and His
body.. (Gal. 3: 20—47, I Cor. 12:13).
2. Christ is someday. zoing to come back to claim His glerious chure
and be the Savicr of it.
a, Jph. 5:23.
D. No, the church dces not save, but all saved arce in the church.
c. o matter what we mav have hoard, a man cannct bo saved cut--
gide of the church, - B ’

D. THZ CHURCH IS THEZ BRID: 0 CHRIST

1. iph. 5:23-27,32; Romans 7:H4, '

2., As the bride ¢f Christ, the chvrcn is expected to remain pure,
and faithful to the husbaﬂu. a '

3. It is alsc tc wear His name.

"~ a. The church of Christ dces. It pays honor to the husband.
b. Denominaticns honor men, systems or methods with their names.
+» TH. CHURCH I3 A PART OF GOD'S T IRNAL PURPOCS i
) la ».ADLlo l 9 10' ..anl- 3 9 11 : ‘

2. This mcans that the church was not an accidant, not an 'after--
theugzht' on God's part.
= h church has always had an 1mportanm placo in the scheme of

rodemption.,
b. when man fell in the Garden of .den through disobedience, God
planned to save hlm, and the church was a part of that plan.

3. what 1s Ged's purpos“ fcr the church?

a. House the savaed.

D Bc bride = *ho lp -maet” -~ for Christ.

c. iako known the gospel of Christ teo a lest world.
& THy CHURCH IS NOT A DEKCLIHALION,

1. A dencmination ig a Dart ¢t sc ncthln\, but the church is not a
part of anything--it is the whole :

2% .The church of our Luru ﬂxlstac huncr WS of yoarS‘before any
dencmination. .

J vwrv denomination’ could bu Lﬁstroyﬂd and wo woulﬂ still have tho

I.T. church.

4, uvncmlnatlwns cauvsé ﬂlVlSlons, and Jcosus sald that a klngaom
dividoed cannot stand. (iark 3;:24). :

5. The N.T. churcn 1s nﬂltnbr catnollc, protestant or Jow,

CONCLUSION:
A. Today we have asked "What 1is the church?”

1. w2 have foynd whai it is and is' not.

2. It is: the poople, tho body of. Chrlst the body of saved pcople,
the bridoe of Chrlst, a Dart of God s ‘t"rnal purpose, and not a
denomination.

B. BUT IT IS ILPORTANT: Don't minimize it!

-10-~
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STIONS OVIR LI330W 4 5.

Wwho adds people to the church? when? _
To which church does He add them? T
How many bodies can one head have?

_Is the church the bhuilding?

What does the word "ecclesia” mean?

=y

1s the bride of Christ, what must the church do? .

wags the church an "after-thought” with God?
what is Christ coming back %o do %o the church?
lthose name should tho bride wear?

Is the church a denomination?

TE. CRIGIN OF TH: CHURCH

LES30NS POR WNiw CHRISTIANS L0

INTRODUCTION ¢ _
ast week we noticed that the church was not an ”after~caouﬁnt” wil’

A,

L
G

od, but was a part of His eternal purpose. (iph. 1:9-10).

B. In today's study we want to notice the origin of the cburch.

1

N

« W2 will notices
a. The church in prophecy.
‘b, The church in preparatlon.
c. The church in reality.
d. Kow to identify the church by its origin.

« It is 1mpor cant that we know something about the origin of the

New Testament church because there are so many (ahou 300
churches today with dl¢f¢“mnt marks of orlﬁlnatlon.'

LI3CUBSICN s

Ji)
i

T
1

2

1

o

W

HE CHURCH IN PRCPHICY,
. Isa, 2:2-3
a. Notice what this O.T. prophecy tells us about the caur
kingdom, ' ‘
when? - "last days” .
what? - "mountaln of Lord s housc” "house of God"

)

ch or

Where? - "in the top of the mountain” "zion” “Jerusalem”

ftho? - "all nations”®

b. e will Find out later that all of theso points of prophecy

are fulfilled In Acts 2.
. Danicgl 2:32-35, 44
a. In this passage, Daniel interpreted an unusual dream o
Nebuchadnezzar, the Baoyloalan ruler.
b. The figure the king saw in his dream rapresented four
world empires - Babylonian, ledo-Persian, Grecian, and
c. Danicl says that in “the days of thesc kings” (Roman)

f

success”
Roman.
that

God would sot up a kingdom that would ncvef he destroyade.

TH2 CHURCE IN PR :PARATION.

. John the Baptist, a cousin of J“sus wag His fororunner.
a. His purpcse was to make things ready for the Lord., (L
b, His messaze had to do with the com1ng of the kingdom.

it was "at hand”. (Matt. 3: 12 ) Z '

. when Jesus began his m1nlstry He alsc took up this cry.
(m&tt 4 17 35) B

. lihen Josus sent the apostles out ©to preach, He tola them
preach this message also. (hatt. 10:7).

. In Matt., 18:13-18 Jeosus promiscd to build His church.

a. Notice seve sral things from this text: (1) Had not yﬂt
was vet in future, (7) Would be built by Christ, (3) ¥

-11-
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singular - “church®, (4) lould stand forever - "gates of hell
saall not p“ﬁvall "ainst ite,
C. THi CHURCH IN REBALIT
1. Actg 23:1-4, ,
a. This wag on thac dav of Pentecost - the first one after the
death, burial and rosurrection of Josus.
b. The year was 33 A, D. .
2o &ctuallv the whole second-chapter of Acﬁs lls tho story of the
berlnnlnn of the church.,
a. The inspiroed apostles began to speak in other languages.
b. Feter preached the first gospel sormon.,
¢. The people askaed, "ken and brethren what shall we do?" Vg, }Z
d. Peter told them to "Repent and be baptized.” Vg. 38, -
e. #About 3 000 &id so., Vg, 41,
f. Thes:s wore added to the church by the Lord. Vs. 47. ‘
(1) Thore had to be a church bafore thoge psople could be
- addod to it.
3. Lot's goo if the avents of Acts 2 match the O0.T. Frophocy.
what? - church :
When? - last days. Vg, 15-20,
Whoro? - Jorusalen
who? - J,OOO of all nations. Vg. 5.
b, A1l scrlptur“s beforo Acts 2 901nt tc the kingdom or church
as yot tc cum,, and all after point to it as alroady in existonc
5. We have usod the torms "kingdom and church® 1au3rcnan@ﬁablr
- A, Jesus did too. (Liatt. 16516-—18)u -
B. He 4id not bHuild onc thing and give Petor tho keys %o goma-
't-"lin also. :
D. THI ID.NTITY OF TH. CEURCH IN R4GARD TO ITS ORIGIN.
1. A3 we lock around we sec about 300 churches today.
a. Which is right? @hich is the Now Tostament church?
b. What ws have learnsd today should halp us docide. |
c. o must look for one or 1r1na**d by Christ. o sce those
originated by Luthor, UuSlvy' Calv1n, ate.
des Wo must look for one originated in Jerusalem, We s2o thosc
criginated in Providonce, R.I.; London, :inglands L.A,,Calif.,
o)

a2te., .
0. e must look Tor one originated on Pentecost, 33 AD. e sk
thoso originated as lato as th~ 20th Century. '
2, Somc would olalm, howevaor, that the church was lost 1n the
"Dark Agces" and we cannot have it today.
a. ILLUSTR XATION-~-3uppose the ontire corn crop of Kansas wore
destroyod one year: could there over be another cne? Yes,
if someoono had some seod laft.
b, The seed of the kingdom is the Word of God. (Luko 8:11).
C, hhcnovcr, and wherover, this scad is sown, wo will have the
church of the liew Tostament., ‘
d. woe do not have to trace it back through cvery agoc.
CuuCLUSIOm. '
A. we have noticced the origin of the N.T. church today.
B, Wc hope it will holp you identify thv “true cnvrca of the N.T
a. OrlvlnamOf - Christ
v, Flace of Orlglnatlon - dﬂrusalvm.
c. Time of origination - 33 A.D.
C. A. church with any othcr orlblnator, placo or time of orlglnatloﬂ
cannot bo tho NT. Chvfcn.
QULSTICHS OV.R L.33CH # 6.
1. List four tnlnfs Isaian 2:2-3 tells us about the kingdoii.
2. What docs Danicl 2 :4k tell us? )
1%~
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what was John s mcssaﬁg concerning the kingdom?

What wag Jeosus' mesgsaz

concerning’ the kingdom?

What werc the apostl“s-b0~préaCh concorninr thoe kingdom?
How many churches did Christ promisc to build?

How.long would 1t last? ST

lihat chapt““ tells about beginning of,tho church?

How many werce "charter mombors?”

10.Docs Acts 2 mvzt qualifications of 0.T. propwcvo
11.lMust we trace church back through ages?

LiSSON3 FOR Niw CHRISTIANS ° Zk‘ TH= IDINTITY ¢f THI CHURCH
INTRODUCTION s
A. Doaes the New Testamoent church exist today?

1.
2.

Josus said the gates of hell would not prevail against it.
hatt. 16:18. -
01d Testament prophecies said it would not be destroyed. Dan. 2:-

B.Yet, there are over 300 different churches in the world today.

(!

D.

1.
2,

35
4,

which onc, or ones, is right?

E&éry*réliglous body bears one or more points of resemblance

to the II.T. church. :
One point of dissimilarity, however, brands a religious body 2s
a counterfeit.

This means that we must look for a church that is IDINTICAL TC
THo W.T. CHURCH in 2very respact. :
(ILLUSTRATICN) Suppose you sent me to find a car - a 1970,
green, twe door, hardtop Chevrolet with green 1ntﬁrlor° What if
I found a 1970, grsen, two door, hardtop Chevrolet with black
interior? Wwouldn't be the one - would 1t?

Last weck we noticoed some of the distinguishing marks of the N.T.
church in razspect to origin,

1.

o

We found: Criginator - Christ
Place of origination - Ja rusalum
Tima of Orlglnatlﬁﬂ - 33 A.D :

I a church is to be the N.T..church it must meat ALL ul “these
-gqualificaticns in regard to orlglﬂ.

In today's study wc want to notice other 1dcnt1fv1ng marus.-fThGy

ares

(1) Rulc of faith and practice, (2) Name (3) Organization.

UISCUSSION s , : . o
TH4 W.T. CHURCH U3 4D THw BIBLL AS ITS QULY RUL. CF FAITH AND
PRACTIC ..

r
A
£ia

1.

2,

The Bible is sufficient.

a. II Poter 1:3

b. II Tim. 3:15-17. ‘

Yot, nearly every church has its own creed book written by mon.

2. Rev, 22518—19 says not tc add to or take from.

H. A gospel preachor, Bﬂnjamln Tranklin, made this observaticn:
"First, any cresd containing more than the Bible is objection-
able, bocausec it éordfains Tmoreithan’ the”"Bible.” v
“Jecond, any cread containing less than the Bible is objection
able, bpcavs“ it contains less than the Bible®. :

"Third, any crced differing from tag Bible is Ougdctionabla,
becausec it differs from the Bible.

"fourth, any cread preciscely like the Bible is useless,
because we already have the Bible.”

_13;2



3. The New Testament was cncugh for several centuries after the
establishment of the church. hy is it not encuzh today?
L, Creeds only serve to divide people. . v
5. iihen the people of iphesus learned the truth, they brought thelr
books of curicus artswtbgothér and burned them. (Acts 1%:19).
6. Our mocttoc should be: "Spcak where the Bible speaks and remain
silent where the Bible is silent'.  "Give a 'thus saith the
Lord' for all we believe and practice”,
B. TH: N.,T. CHURCH, AND ITS LuikB.i3, WORZT NARI ORDAINID BY GOD.
1. Some say there is nothing in a name, BUT THIR. ISt
liould you name your son "Fido", or "3pct”? liould you name your
davghter "Jezebel®? why not? There is something in a name.
2. The members of the N.T. were called simply, “CHRISTIANS".
Acts 11:26, : .
a., They had no prefix or suffix attached tc that name.
b, feople today ask, "What kind of Christians"?
3. The N.T. church wcre several discriptive names.
a. "churches of Christ" - Rom. 16:16.
b. "church of God" - Acts 20:28
c. “church of firgthorn"” - Hebs 12:23. ' :
4, Should the N,T, church, and its members, wear names that honor
Christ or men? why not let them wear these N.T. Names then?
C. THE N,T. CHURCH WA3S CRGANIZED ACCORDING TO GOD'3 HULY PLAN.
1. Christ was thc head of the church, and there was no other head.
a, iph, 1:22-23.
b. This would cut cut the "pope"” at Rome,
c. 3ince the head of the church is in hoaven so are the head-
gquarters.
SIDIRS WiRw TO Bo APPOINT @ IN 4ViRY W.T. CHURCH.
a. Titus 1:5. ‘
b. These men were alsc called "pastors® (iph. 4:11); "bishops”,
(I Tim, 3:1)3; “"shepherds”, (I Feter 5:1-4). :
c. Théir qualifications are plainly given in I Tim. 3:1-7 and
Titus 1:5-10, S o
. These men are Lo oversee the church
I Peter 5:2-3; Acts 20:28.
e. 4lders scrve. for only one congregation.
. All members are t0 be chediecnt to their elders. Hebs 13:17.
. 3. DEACONS are alsc to he appointed to be special servants.
a. Their qualifications are given in I _Tim, 3:8-13.
~b. They arc to serve under the elders. '
I, There were alsc men in the N,T. church who preachad the zogpel
of Christ. ’
a. They were called "preachers”, (Rom. 10:14); “Ninisters”,
(II Cor. 3:6)s "dvangelists", (Acts 21:8); (IT Tim. 4:5). 30T
never "Reverend”, "pastor?, or”rather”. )
Do ?hey were to study and faithfully preach God's Word. II TTi,.
b35. o
411 the members were workers and teachers of God's Word .
In the rolizious world today we see many stranse things.
a. We see synods, popes, councils, boards, headquarters,
presiding elders, etc. but all are foreign to the Hele - -
b. jic must be exactly like the carly church in crganization.
CONCLUSIGi: ) ' , ,
A. Yes, the N,T. church docs exist today, but we must he able to
identify it. ' ' '
1. we can identify
and practice, (3

DN

[N

-

, but not tc be."lords".

O\
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it by its: (1) Orizination, (2) Rule of faith
) Naxn

NHamc, and (4) Crganization.
R R

=%



B, von't be fooled. wmake sure it meets ALL qualifications. This is
too gserious a matter to be wronz. '

QUESTIONS - OVoR LESSON 7 7.

what two verses we studied pointed out that the Bible is all

1.
sufficient? _

2. Wwhy are humanly written creeds not needed? :

3. Wwhat is a good motto for us to usz in respect to using the Bible
as our guide? : : :

4, What were the early disciples called?

5. What descriptive titles were used for the church?

6. Whom should we honor with our names in religion?

7. What other names werc elders called?

8. what were those who preached called?

what were dcacons to do? ]

10.what were the qualifications for elders? Dcacons?

11.lust a church meot ALL the qualifications to be a N.T, church or
will just a majority of them be all right?

h

LSS ONS FOR NEw CHRISTIANS i 8 WORSHIP 0OF THE N.T. CHURCH

INTRODUCTION :

T 3 - e 3 o Teing 2 1idez 1 ing m L

A é?-%E%SN%§§Sgﬁu¥8hWant to continue noticing the identifying marks
1.

Tts worship is one mark by which we can identify it. =
‘' 2, We must look for a church today that worships just like the
early church did. . -
B. vic know that it ig rnatural for man to worship.
1. FPeople, however, have not always worshipsd the right object in
the. right way,
2. The Gentiles worshiped the creaturc. Rom., 1:25,
3, The Athenians worshiped many idols. Acts 17:22-23, ,
C. Today we want to examine closely the worship of the N.T. church.
1. we will ask several questions concerning the worship. ,
(1) How important is worship? (2) what should be the object
of cur wership? (3) Wwhat should we do in worship?
(4) How should we worship? (5) Wwhen should we worship?

DISCUSSIUN:
A. HOW IMPORTANT IS WORSHIP?
1. It is onc of the first things done in the Bible.

a. Cain and Abel worshiped God. Gen. 4.

b, One's worship was pleasing and onc's was not. .
. It was the first thing Noah did after leaving the ark. Gen. 8.
. In the H.T. Jesus was worshiped by thc wise men. Hatt. 2:2.
. Jesus left us the cxample of wership. Luke Lbs16,

[€ XNV, R =l WR A

. Thesce thinzs, plus all cther things that the Bible says about
worship, should ccnvince us that worship is very important.
B. WHAT SHOULD B% THEI OBJECT 0 OUR WORSHIP.. .
1., In the 10 Commandments the Jews were commanded to worship Goc.
EX. 2031‘?0 ) - L
2. Jesus mentioned this in Latthew 4:10 to Satan.
3. Jesus pointed out in Jchn 4:23-24 that we should worship God.
L, Thc answer to why we should worship Him is found in ReV. bhs1l.

-15=
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C.

WHAT

SHOULD WE DO IN WORSHIEF?

1. Jesus said that we must worshin "in truth”. John bhs23-24,

A,
D

C.
d.

2, we
al
b
Ce

d.

€

5. We
a.
7

L, e
2,

-

Dl

Co
5. We

a.

b,

Ce

John 17:17 says "thy wWord is truth® .

To worship "in truth® we nust WurSﬂlD according to h~.Worﬂ

of God.

In the N.T. therc are fivae, and only five, avenues of worship.

‘wWe must not add one cr take ono aways

et's see what avenues of worship we can find scriptural
authority for,

can find scrlptural authority fcr PRAY IR,

Larly church continued stcad“asx 1n prayer. Acts 2342,
Prayer works., Jailes 5:16. ER
Our praycrs do not have tc be leng or fancy. They are just a.
simple, open-hearted talk with God. ‘
I Cor. 14315,

Prayer is a MUST for eve ry Christian. He should pray much in
private.

can find scriptural authority for TiACHING.

warly church was stcadfast in this tooc. Acts 2:42 -
Teaching is commanded in I Tim. 4:13; I Thess. 5:27; and in
vatt., 28:18-20,

The word of God must be prcacnﬂﬂ simply. anﬂ without addition
or subtraction. II Tim, 4:1-5, l
can find scriptural authority for GIVING.

I Cor. 15:1-2 zive us the Divine plan,
Under the C.T. people gavc 10%. e are nob oound by the C.T.
cr its tithe. e have a new law, and a better plan.
There is a sccret to real Christian ulVlﬁ;. II Cor, 8:5,
can find scriptural authOflty for the LORD'S SUPPIR.

sArly church was steadfast in its ohse fvanc Acts 2:42,
warly church met on flrst day of week for 1ts obs ervanca.
Acts 2037,
Jesus, himself, 1nst1tut % this fcast as a mOmorlal te Hig

death., Latt, 256:26-29,

Faul tells us several things about this feast in I Cor, 11:23-
29,

can find scriptural autnnfltj for SINGING.

The fullleﬂ; verses mention the kind of music God wantsi.

- latt, 263305 Acts 16:25; Rom. 15395 I Cor. 14315 Sphe 5l

Col, 3:105 Heb. 2:12; Hob. 13:15; James 5313,

'hesc are ALL scripturecs on this themc. when you read them
you have read all of God's instructicn to the N.T. church
concerning its music.

-W.T. is as silent as the tomb concerning instrumental music
in wership services.

what scnclars have said:

(1) "The goneral introduction of 1nstrumuntal mu51c can
cprtalnlv not be assigned to a date earlicr than the fifth
and xth contury.” (;cCllntoc& and 3trcngs ‘incyclopedia,
Vol, VI,.p. 75%9). ¥Sinzing was good enov~h for four or
five conturies. Wwhy is it not now?

(2) Luthor called the organ an "ensign of Baal’.

 (3)”Galvin said the ingtrument was ‘no more fitting than

incense and candlc sticks., :

(&) nncx called the crgan a "chest of whistlos".

(5) Jchn wesley said, "I have no objection to instruments of
music in our chapﬂls, provided they are neither heard nor
secn”. (Clarke's Commontary, Vol., IV, P, 585,).
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D, HOW SHOULD wE wORSHIF?

1. John 4:24 says "in spirit’.

a, This means we must have the 1 1t autltvob, and- that our
worship must be from the noaru.

b. lMuch worshlp tooay is cmpty and meaningless.

2. kany things can takec the ”splrlt” out of worship.
a., Showy coremonies .
b. Goinz for wrong reasons - to be seen, criticize, ctc.
¢c. Paying no attenticn.
d. pdiaking disturbance.

4, WHEN SHOULD WE wWCORSHIP?

1. Of course, a Christian can, and should worship, every day.

2., In the N.T., however, there was one special day set aside. It
was the Lord's day.
a. Disciples met on this day. acts 20:7.
b. John was "in the spirit® on this day. Rev. 1:10.
c., Jesus arocse from the dead on this day.
¢, The church was ecstablished on this day. Acts 2. *Pentecost -

was always on the day after the seventh babaath.

¢. e sin when we neglect this day. Heb. 10325,

T ONCLUSION:

A. when we lock fer the W.T. church teday we must lock for one that
worships accerding to God's iiord.

3. Wwe have noticed scvoral thlnms about the worship of the church today
1. HOw IMPORTANT? -~ Vorv important!

2. OBJLC”° - Godi

3. AVENUES? - 3inging, Praying, GlVan, Teaching, and Communing:
b, how? - In Spirit! a '
5. WHEN? - igpecially on Lerd's dayi

AU S TIONS UVLu( LE3SCH / 8.

WHJ should we wership Ged, and Ged unlyO

How did Jesus leave us an cxamplc in worshiping God? -

what was the first thing Hoah Aid after leaving the ark?

what does 1t mean to say we mus’t worshlp “in truth"?

what does 1% moan tc say we must worship "in spirit”?

what did the early Christian continue steadfastly in?

Do we have scr1;cural authcrity for an crzan?

what takes the 'spirit® ocut of a worship wmrlo€¢

Do we sin when we neglect worship on the Lor ‘g day?

10.who were uho first womshlpors? (
11 ,THOUGHT QU:STION: what would make cur worship services more meanlhi
Tul?

o o s
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B33003 SOR NEW CHRISTTIALNS i 9 THZ CHRISTIAN'S. h“SPO@S%BILITY
~ TQ KIS HOME CONGREGATION

.LL‘TL\.CDUCLION !

A, I think this is a much neecded study., ‘
1. “anJ Chrigtians feel no responsibility tco their home congrogatlon:
2. They fail to uncderstand how 1mooruant cvery member is to the

COﬂ;TC&atluﬂ. ]
B. wc remember from past lessons that the Groek word for “church®™ 1s

"okklesia" which means "called cut”.

-17~



1. The term "church™ is useld in three senses in the N.T,
a. It is used in the GEUERAL STISH - althhe saved or called out
in the whole world. Lph, 1:22-23, :
b, It is used with GEOGRAFHICAL LI“ITATICNS -~ all the saved or
called cut in a certain tcrriteory. Acts %331, ; :
c. It is alsc used in the LOCAL SENST - all the saved or called
out which meet at a specific location. Rom. 156:3-5.
2, Wi¢ can sec, thereforc, that it is right and scriptural to talk
about the church in a lccal sensec.
a, Today we will be talking about the congregation :here.
b. We are members here, and we owe this congregation certain

things.
C. In our study fecr today we want

to deal with twoc main questions.

1. Why should we have our membership with a local congregation?

2. what arc cur chligations to

UISCUSIION::

the local congregation?

OUR MulBERSHIP WITH A LOCAL CONGREGATION?

A. WHY SHOULD wWE HAVE
1. Because of Biblical examplec.

a. Acts 9:26,

wag Paul nct alrecady a disciple? Yes, certainly! But his use-

fulness was hampere d until he identified himselT with the local

congrezation.

b, Actg 18:27. ‘
was Apollos not alrcady a member? Yes! Hoewever, a letter wag
sent to identify Apcllos, and tc ccmmend him to the local
church.

c. Romans 156:1- :

Fhebe was commended as a faithful servant of the Lord. This.
was so that she might be accepted by the church in Rcome,

d. If membership in the local congregatlon was impcrtant then,
don't you think it is today?

€. When a pberson is baptized at a particular congred atlon his
membership is usually counted there. Of course, it could he
transferred anywhere the person wants to worship and woerk
regularly.

2. Because of a Biblical command tc "obey them which have the rule

over you'. Heb., 13317,

a., This versc instructs us e he in subjcction to the local
elders. How can we dc¢ this if we do not worghip and work
rc*ulafly with a SpOClLlC cengrezation.

be A Christian cannct be under suogoctlon to several sots of
elders in several congregations.

3. To work.

a. The Local Congrezation is Gos's unit for work.

b. How could anyone do anybody any good by going from place to
place and never settling down to work? :

c. dow could you do your home any zood if you were always at
somebcdy else's home? T . :

d. When a person goes into the army he is a member of The

- United 3tates Army, but he ig put into a specific unit to
work. '

¢. The person who will not identify with a local congregation
simply dces not want to do an\r"thm.Do

B. WHAT ARE CUR O3LIGATIONS TOWARD OUR HCNEZ CONGREGATION?
1. To attend its scrvices.

a2, Hebh. 525,

b. If a church is to carry on its werk and worship there must be
public gatherings, and as a part cof it, you IUST be there.
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c. The very existence of the conzregation depends upon the
attendance of its members. How wcvla you like it said of
you that your home conzgregzation pﬂrlsneﬂ because you, and

_ others, woulu not attend?
2, To give llbcrally to support it.

a. The church has always neecded money to carry on its work. Any
organization does. ; ;

b. As a member of the local church, I have pledged myself to
support it. This involves financial support tool )

¢+ whether I am there or not, my home congregation hag bills which
must be pald regularly, therefore, my conurloutlon should go
there even in my absence.

de I Cor. 16:1-2; II Cor. 9:6-7.

3+ To accept respongibility in it. _

a. The parahle of the talents shows the need for individual
rcspon31b111uy in proportion to ability. latt. 25:14-30,

b, A few cannot do all the work. We are all members of the
splfltual hody, therefore, we all have responsibility to that
(3 O(.Ly o .

- ¢. We prepare ourselves for responsibility by study. II Tim. 257
Ly To help it maintain unity.

a., dJesus grajoo for unity. John 17:21.

be I can, and should, promote it and pray for it.

¢+ The Lord's church as far too precious to be torn by strife,

. and trouble. liatt, 12:25.

de It may mean that we will have to forgive and forget to keep
down trouble, but we should be willing %o do that much,

5. To pray for it.

a.f‘u I TheSSl 5 gl?u

b. A praying church is a working, growing church. A praying
inember is a working, growing member.

c. lie should pray reﬂularly for the elders, deacons, preacher,
Bible Class teachers, ctc.

COUNCLUSION s o
. As a member o¢f the local church I do have certain obligations
toward it, and if I am a true, dedicated Christian I will fulfill
them,
B. I have Biblical example and command for being a memver of a local
oonﬁro ration., ;
TIONS OVER LESSCN 4 9.

.

1. What does the Greek word for church mean? ,

2. In what three senses is the word church used in the N.T.?

3. Why aid people like Paul and Apollos join themselves to the local
congregation? ,

L, How many sets of elders is a Christian to be under?

5. What is God's unit for work?

S why is it so important that we attend services?

7 hy is it so 1mportaqx that we give llberally?

G wny should we agsume resnon31ollluy in the local congregation?

9« How can we help maintain unity?

10  for whom shoulu we pray in regard to the local church?

11, THOUGHT QUZSTION: How can I do more for the church than I am
doing now?
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